

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 


10/069,572 


KANEMOTO ETAL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Alan T. Gantt 


2684 





» The MA/LING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 1/28/05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 17-32 . 

3. D The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. E3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1/28/05 have been fully considered and are deemed 
persuasive. Applicant primarily argues that the Pfeil reference does not and cannot determine an 
order for communicating, through a shared channel, in accordance with a direction of arrival 
information because, although the base station may tune to each carrier frequency according to a 
specific order, that order is not based on direction of arrival of signals from the mobile stations 
since the direction of arrival from each mobile station's signal cannot be determined until the 
base station tunes itself to the mobile station's carrier frequency. Thus, applicant's arguments 
distinguish applicant's invention form the referenced prior art. 

Drawings 

A new corrected drawing in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) is required in this 
application because Figure 13, ref. 1204 contains a block border not totally encompassing the 
function description title of the block. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 17-32 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: 

Regarding claims 17-31, the examiner is in agreement with applicant's argument 
regarding the reasons for allowance. 

Regarding claim 32, although it is common for measurements to be made to determine 
whether or not a signal quality has fallen below a threshold and then to send an adjustment signal 
to increase the power to acceptable levels, it is the feature of applicant's invention that heightens 
the sensitivity of the system to the possibility of a deteriorating condition at the instant of starting 
transmission of a shared channel to one of plurality of communication devices through the use of 
a notification by the base station that the transmission of a the shared channel has started that 
was neither found, suggested, nor made evident by the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be addressed to 
Alan Gantt at telephone number (571) 272-7878. The examiner can normally be reached 
between 9:30 AM and 6 PM within the Eastern Time Zone. The group FAX number is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to this application should be directed to 
Supervisory Patent Examiner Nay Maung at telephone number (571) 272-7882. 



Alan T. Gantt 
April 13, 2005 



